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WELCOME

Welcome! We're delighted that you have been able
to join us for worship and we pray that you might find
a place to belong. We’d love for you to complete one
of our Welcome Cards. If you are a baptised member
of any denomination, you are welcome to join us for
communion. Please join us after the service for
refreshments!

FROM THE VICAR

This week has been a heavy one for us as a nation.
The violence and terror at Bondi have shaken us,
ey S stirring fear, anger, grief, and confusion. When
violence erupts so close to home, our sense of safety

g M W is rattled, and the question quickly becomes: how do
we respond? Into that space, Advent speaks a gentle
yet confronting word: love. Not a sentimental love,
but the costly, determined love of God that enters a
broken world and refuses to let fear and hatred have
the final word.
Our reading from Luke 1:57-80 records the birth of
John the Baptist and the song of his father
Zechariah. After nine months of silence, Zechariah’s

amily service 6:30pm o } ) W first words are praise: “Blessed be the Lgrd God of
Midnight mass 11:30pm % (XY, Israel, for he has looked favourably on his people
Carols commencing 30min before both services and redeemed them.” God has not turned away

; A from the darkness. God has come near.

CI‘&'TMA‘S DAY 2 Zechariah speaks of rescue and salvation flowing
Family service 8am g & from “the tender mercy of our God.” This matters
deeply in fearful times, because fear narrows our
vision and tempts us to turn on one another.
Scripture is clear: evil is real, but people are not the
enemy. God’s victory does not come through
vengeance, but through mercy.
Advent reminds us that God’s answer to violence is
not greater force, but a child; not domination, but
self-giving love. This love is not weak or naive. It is
courageous, costly, and world-changing.
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to walk in that
light: praying for those who grieve, standing with

“hric . ~ the fearful, resisting hatred, and choosing the way of
Christmas : g the way

peace.

B () ‘\rl In Christ

Rev’d Chris

ISAIAH 9:6

Empowering and Transforming lives to be Disciples of Jesus


https://www.allsaintsbooval.com/

GENERAL NEWS

UPCOMING EVENTS:

21 December - TONIGHT: Champagne, Cheese

& Carols 7pm

24 December - Family Service 6.30pm

24 December - Midnight Mass 11.30pm
25 December - Christmas Day Service 8am

NEW MISSION GIVING ACCOUNT:
If you’d like to give electronically to our

missions each month, we have a new account:

BSB: 704 901 Account#: 00015767

CHRISTMAS ROSTERS:

Thank you to those who have already
responded. There are just a few spaces need
filling please.

PARISH & MISSION GIVING ENVELOPES:
We have printed our own envelopes for 2026
in a bid to be economical. These will be
available all year round from the foyer, on a
‘take-as-you-need’ basis.

DALBY PARISH:

The Parish Council has approved the idea of
partnering with our friends in Dalby to
support each other in prayer. These are the
current prayer requests from Dalby. Please
hold them in your hearts.

- Patience and peace as we await God’s
provision of a new priest - that we'll feel
strong as a parish while we grow together in
the time of waiting.

- For our proposed partnership with Algester
—that we will all feel God’s presence as the
partnership and our friendship grows and
develops.

They are praying for our carols nights — for
good attendance and wonderful fellowship.

Pée 28T 8aM
Ja® YN 8an
Jda®d 1T 8an
JAN 18TR 8AN
Jdald 28TH 8AM

OFFERTORY:

We still have our offertory bowl in the foyer,
however the red offertory bags will also be
passed around in preparation for our bigger
services over Christmas. A card option may be
available over Christmas/New Year.

ANNUAL REPORTS 2025:

Would leaders of the various ministry groups
within the Parish please start thinking about
their reports for the Report Booklet.

We need these into the office end of January/
beginning of February.

REV’D CHRIS AWAY:

Rev’d Chris will be on leave from 31-12-25
until 16-1-26 when he will be back in the
office.

PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE:
Office will be closed from 1pm
24 December and re-open 9 January 9am.

https://www.facebook.com/holyspiritalgester




SUNDAY MORNING SERMON NOTES:



READINGS

SENTENCE:

A virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
his name shall be called Emmanuel: God
with us. Matthew 1.23

A READING FROM ISAIAH, CHAPTER 7,
VERSES 10-16:

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a
sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, |
will not ask, and | will not put the Lord to
the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O
house of David! Is it too little for you to
weary mortals, that you weary my God
also? Therefore the Lord himself will give
you a sign. Look, the young woman is with
child and shall bear a son, and shall name
him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and
honey by the time he knows how to refuse
the evil and choose the good. For before
the child knows how to refuse the evil and
choose the good, the land before whose
two kings you are in dread will be deserted.

Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF PSALMS:
Psalm 80.1-7, 17-19

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you that led Joseph like a flock:
you that are enthroned upon the
cherubim,
shine out in glory;

2 Before Ephraim, Benjamin and
Manasseh:

stir up your power, and come to save
us.
3 Restore us again, O Lord of hosts:
show us the light of your countenance,
and we shall be saved.
4 O Lord God of hosts:
how long will you be angry at your
people’s prayer?
5 You have fed them with the bread of
tears:
and given them tears to drink in good
measure.
6 You have made us the victim of our
neighbours:
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7 Restore us again, O Lord of hosts:
show us the light of your countenance,
and we shall be saved.
Let your power rest on the man at your
right hand:
on that son of man
whom you made so strong for yourself.
And so we shall not turn back from you:
give us life, and we will call upon your
name.
Restore us again, O Lord of hosts:
show us the light of your countenance,
and we shall be saved.

17

18

19

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO
THE ROMANS, CHAPTER 1, VERSES 1-7:

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be
an apostle, set apart for the gospel of
God, which he promised beforehand
through his prophets in the holy
scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son,
who was descended from David according
to the flesh and was declared to be Son of



God with power according to the spirit of
holiness by resurrection from the dead,
Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we
have received grace and apostleship to
bring about the obedience of faith among
all the Gentiles for the sake of his name,
including yourselves who are called to
belong to Jesus Christ, To all God’s beloved
in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace
to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
ACCORDING TO LUKE, CHAPTER 1,
VERSES 57-80:

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give
birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbours
and relatives heard that the Lord had
shown his great mercy to her, and they
rejoiced with her.

On the eighth day they came to circumcise
the child, and they were going to name him
Zechariah after his father. But his mother
said, ‘No; he is to be called John.” They said
to her, ‘None of your relatives has this
name.” Then they began motioning to his
father to find out what name he wanted to
give him. He asked for a writing-tablet and
wrote, ‘His name is John.” And all of them
were amazed. Immediately his mouth was
opened and his tongue freed, and he began
to speak, praising God. Fear came over all
their neighbours, and all these things were
talked about throughout the entire hill
country of Judea. All who heard them
pondered them and said, ‘What then will
this child become?’ For, indeed, the hand of
the Lord was with him.

Then his father Zechariah was filled with

the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy:
‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,

for he has looked favourably on his
people and redeemed them.
He has raised up a mighty saviour for us

in the house of his servant David,
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy
prophets from of old,

that we would be saved from our
enemies and from the hand of all who hate
us.
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to
our ancestors,

and has remembered his holy covenant,
the oath that he swore to our ancestor
Abraham,

to grant us that we, being rescued from
the hands of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, in holiness
and righteousness

before him all our days.
And you, child, will be called the prophet
of the Most High;

for you will go before the Lord to prepare
his ways,
to give knowledge of salvation to his
people

by the forgiveness of their sins.
By the tender mercy of our God,

the dawn from on high will break
upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace.’
The child grew and became strong in spirit,
and he was in the wilderness until the day
he appeared publicly to Israel.

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God has bestowed upon us the most wonderful
gift: the assurance that He loves us, just as we
are. As we journey through this advent season,
we approach with open hearts, ready to
dedicate our lives to You, Lord.

We lift in prayer all those impacted by the
recent tragedy at Bondi. We seek Your loving
compassion and care for the victims, their
families and friends, the Jewish community,
first responders and all affected by this sense-
less act. We give thanks for the selfless and
heroic actions of Ahmed Al Ahmed and many
others. Lord we ask that this scourge of anti-
semitism be eradicated, and that peace and
love may flourish. Remind us that we are all
Your children, created in Your image.

Loving God, We praise and thank you.

Grant us, Lord God, a vision of your world as
Your love would have it: where the weak are
protected, and none go hungry or poor; where
different races and cultures live in harmony
and mutual respect: where peace is built with
justice, and justice is guided by love.

Loving God, We praise and thank you.

God of compassion and hope, as we gather at
our tables this Christmas, keep before us the
vision of your prophets and the example of
Christ, that our generosity may bring light in
dark places, bread to the hungry, and hope to
the weary. Bless the gifts we offer through the
Christmas Bowl, that they may become signs of
your love at work in the world.

Loving God, @ We praise and thank you.

May Your churches shine as beacons of hope
throughout the world. Inspire and guide your
leaders as they share Your message to the
faithful. We ask for your loving protection over
Rev’d Chris and his family. We also pray for the
church of the Holy Spirit and all who gather
here, in freedom and peace, to worship You.
Loving God, = We praise and thank you.

Lord, we pray for love and peace within
families, for the safety of children and
travelling mercies for those undertaking
journeys.
Loving God, = We praise and thank you.

As we approach this Christmas season, we pray
for all who will find this a time of difficulty. For
the sick, the dying, and those who are grieving,
may God’s love comfort and calm.

Loving God, @ We praise and thank you.

We pray for all who have gone before us.
Grant them Lord, eternal rest and let your
perpetual light shine upon them.

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our
prayers.

Grant that what we have asked in faith

we may by your grace receive,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers compiled by Kay O’Brien



ROSTERS

Date 21-12-25 28-12-25
Roster 7.00am 9.00am 8.00am
Worship Leader | Revd %r;rti:topher Rev'd %r;r::topher Rev'd Christopher Bate
Preacher Rev'd Christopher | Rev'd Christopher ) :
Bato Bate Rev'd Christopher Bate
LA Leader Robert Kake Dianne Bocquee Rosemary Kake
Greeter - Rhonda Nelson -
Sidesperson Robyn Brodie Kathy Carter Kay Morris
Reader 1 Rosemary Kake Sandra Pearn Norm Booth
Reader 2 Sama O’Brien Lilliana Carol Booth
Offertory Robyn Brodie Kathy Carter Kay Morris
Chapel Prayers ) Sandra Pearn ]
Morning Tea Sharon/Hugh Jenny/Ruth Jeanette Clark
Music Leader Michael Po Saw Ruth Barton Michael Po Saw/Ruth Barton
AV Operator Kay O'Brien Rhonda/lan Rhonda/lan
Prayers of the . :
Kay O’Brien Taken from ‘Let Us Pray
people
Counting Rhonda Nelson
Kids Church School Holidays School Holidays
- in recess - - in recess -
Baptism

The heart of any thriving church community lies in the dedication of its volunteers who

generously offer their time and skills. Currently, our church roster is in need of additional helping
hands to support various essential tasks and ministries during our worship services. By joining the

roster, we can continue to strengthen our church's mission and positively impact the lives of those
we serve. We warmly welcome and encourage you to become an integral part of our

dedicated volunteer team. Your contribution will make a significant difference to maintaining the
vibrant spirit of our congregation.




CONTACT INFO

Rector

The Rev'd Christopher Bate

Phone: 0429 112 127
chris@holyspiritalgester.com
Honorary Assistant Clergy
The Rev'd Juliana Bate

The Rev'd Simon Tang

Church Wardens

Kay O’Brien 0438 833 617
Adrian Scott 0449 824 748
Office

Parish Secretary: Kerry Tovey

Mail: 362 Algester Rd, Algester 4115
Phone: (07) 31327888
office@holyspiritalgester.com

READINGS TODAY
Isaiah 7.10-16

Psalm 80.1-7, 17-19
Romans 1.1-7
Luke 1.57-80

READINGS NEXT WEEK
Isaiah 63.7-9

Psalm 148

Hebrews 2.10-18

Matthew 2.13-23

SERVICES

SUNDAY

7AM TRADITIONAL SERVICE
9AM CONTEMPORARY SERVICE

BANKING DETAILS
Tithes and Offerings:
BSB: 704 901 Acc: 0000 1070

Mission Partners:
BSB: 704 901 Acc: 0001 5767

Please consider your capacity and
commitment to give to the work of this
parish, by creating a recurring transfer.
ABN: 93 894 007 519

Offerings Jan to Oct $63,114.90
Budgeted Jan to Oct $75,000.00

PRAYER AND PRAISE

The Anglican Communion:

The Anglican Church of Burundi

The Diocese of Rockhampton

The Parish of Coolum

The Park - Centre for Mental Health, Wacol

All Saints Anglican School, Merrimac

Missions:

e  We pray for our mission partner Act for
Peace and The Christmas Bowl.

Our Community:

e Pray for the homeless, the lost, the lonely
and those in need.

Our Parish:

e The Leadership team and each other as we
follow God in our mission.

Those in need:

e Those known to us: Katherine, Noelene,
Tammy, John, Brian, Karen, Steve & Julie,
Kelly Carlaw, Liam, Daphne, Betty, Leonnie,
Russell & Denise, Joyce & Annette, Michael B,
Gabby, Lorraine, Gwen, Bev, Kye

e We pray for all who are grieving the loss of
loved ones.

e We pray for all who are suffering from
conflict and natural disasters.

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

O Lord,

raise up your power and come among us,

and with great might succour us,

that, whereas through our sins and wickedness
we are sore let and hindered

in running the race that is set before us,

your bountiful grace and mercy

may speedily help and deliver us;

through your Son our Lord,

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit

be honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

For more information: (07) 3132 7888 or visit www.holyspiritalgester.com



mailto:admin@allsaintsbooval.com

