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WELCOME 
 
 

Welcome! We’re delighted that you have been 
able to join us for worship and we pray that you 
might find a place to belong. We’d love for you to 
complete one of our Welcome Cards. If you are a 
baptised member of any denomination, you are 
welcome to join us for communion. Please join us 
after the service for refreshments! 
 

 

FROM THE VICAR 
 

Matthew 2:1-12 recounts the journey of the Magi, 
wise men from the East, who followed a star to 
find the newborn King of the Jews. Their journey is 
one of faith, persistence, and revelation. The Magi 
represent the nations, highlighting that Jesus’ birth 
is good news not only for Israel but for all 
humanity. 
The star they followed reminds us that God meets 
us where we are, using signs and experiences we 
understand to draw us closer to Him. Their 
response to the star—seeking and journeying—is a 
model for how we should respond to God’s call in 
our lives. 
In contrast to the Magi’s worship, Herod’s reaction 
reveals fear and self-preservation. The clash 
between Herod’s desire for control and the Magi’s 
humble homage reminds us to examine our 
hearts: are we open to the transforming presence 
of Christ, or do we resist His kingship in favour of 
our own agendas? 
The gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh offered 
by the Magi symbolize Jesus’ identity as King, God, 
and Sacrificial Savior. As we reflect on their 
journey, we are challenged to bring our best to 
Christ in worship and to trust that His light will 
guide us, even in uncertain times. 
 
In Christ 

Rev’d Chris 

MISSION PARTNER 

https://www.allsaintsbooval.com/


https://www.facebook.com/holyspiritalgester 

 

GENERAL NEWS 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

7 February - Cafe & Car Wash 8.30am 
 
 

NEW MISSION GIVING ACCOUNT: 
If you’d like to give electronically to our 
missions each month, we have a new account: 
BSB: 704 901 Account#: 00015767 
 
 

PARISH & MISSION GIVING ENVELOPES:  
We have printed our own envelopes for 2026 
in a bid to be economical.  These will be 
available all year round from the foyer,  on a 
‘take-as-you-need’ basis.  
 
OFFERTORY: 

We still have our offertory bowl in the foyer, 
however the red offertory bags will also be 
passed around in preparation for our bigger 
services over Christmas. A card option may be 
available over Christmas/New Year. 
 
ANNUAL REPORTS 2025: 
Would leaders of the various ministry groups 
within the Parish please start thinking about 
their reports for the Report Booklet. 
We need these into the office end of January/
beginning of February. 
 
REV’D CHRIS AWAY: 
Rev’d Chris will be on leave from 31-12-25 
until 16-1-26 when he will be back in the 
office. 
 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE: 
Office will be closed from 1pm  
24 December and re-open 9 January 9am. 



 

SUNDAY MORNING SERMON NOTES: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENTENCE: 

They saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and worshipped him. 
      Matthew 2.11  
 

 
A READING FROM ISAIAH, CHAPTER 60,  
VERSES 1-6: 
 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth, 
   and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
   and his glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light, 
   and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
Lift up your eyes and look around; 
   they all gather together, they come to 
you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
   and your daughters shall be carried on 
their nurses’ arms. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; 
   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be 
brought to you, 
   the wealth of the nations shall come to 
you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
   all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 
  Hear the word of the Lord  
  Thanks be to God 
 

A Reading from the Book of Psalms: 
     Psalm 72.1-7, 10-14 
                                    
1  Give the king your justice, O God, 
    and your righteousness to a king’s son. 
2  May he judge your people with  
 righteousness, 
    and your poor with justice. 
3  May the mountains yield prosperity for 
 the people, 
    and the hills, in righteousness. 
4  May he defend the cause of the poor 
 of the people, 
    give deliverance to the needy, 
    and crush the oppressor. 
5  May he live while the sun endures, 
    and as long as the moon, throughout all 
 generations. 
6  May he be like rain that falls on the 
 mown grass, 
    like showers that water the earth. 
7  In his days may righteousness flourish 
    and peace abound, until the moon is no 
 more. 
10  May the kings of Tarshish and of the 
 isles render him tribute, 
 may the kings of Sheba and Seba 
    bring gifts. 
11  May all kings fall down before him, 
    all nations give him service. 
12  For he delivers the needy when they 
 call, 
    the poor and those who have no  
 helper. 
13  He has pity on the weak and the needy, 
    and saves the lives of the needy. 
14  From oppression and violence he  
 redeems their life; 
    and precious is their blood in his sight. 

 

READINGS 



A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO 
THE EPHESIANS, CHAPTER 3, VERSES 1-12: 
 
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner 
for Christ Jesus for the sake of you  
Gentiles— for surely you have already 
heard of the commission of God’s grace 
that was given to me for you, and how the 
mystery was made known to me by  
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words,  
a reading of which will enable you to  
perceive my understanding of the mystery 
of Christ. In former generations this  
mystery was not made known to human-
kind, as it has now been revealed to his  
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 
that is, the Gentiles have become  
fellow-heirs, members of the same body, 
and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. 
Of this gospel I have become a servant  
according to the gift of God’s grace that was 
given to me by the working of his power.  
Although I am the very least of all the 
saints, this grace was given to me to bring 
to the Gentiles the news of the boundless 
riches of Christ, and to make everyone 
see what is the plan of the mystery hidden 
for ages in God who created all things; so 
that through the church the wisdom of God 
in its rich variety might now be made 
known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places. This was in accordance 
with the eternal purpose that he has  
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in 
whom we have access to God in boldness 
and confidence through faith in him. 
  
  Hear the word of the Lord 
   Thanks be to God 
 
 
 

THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST    
ACCORDING TO MATTHEW, CHAPTER 2,  
VERSES 1-12:    

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where 
is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,   
and have come to pay him homage.’ When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him; and calling  
together all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise 
men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent 
them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may  
also go and pay him homage.’ When they 
had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had 
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were over-
whelmed with joy. On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod, they left for their 
own country by another road. 
    
   This is the Gospel of the Lord 
        Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 



 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Lift up your eyes and look around; see the glory 
of God revealed.  

God of signs and wonders, 
hear our prayer. 

 

You reveal yourself to the world, and the  

heavens announce your coming;  

open our eyes to find you today in the wonders 
of your creation and in all who work for the  

preservation of your beautiful world. 
God of signs and wonders, 
hear our prayer. 

 

You reveal yourself to the world, and kings bow 
in adoration before a baby; 
open our eyes to find you today in the weak 
and vulnerable people of the world and in all 
who choose to set aside pomp and privilege. 
God of signs and wonders, 
hear our prayer. 

 

You reveal yourself to the world, and a tyrant is 
filled with fear; open our eyes to find you today 
in those who suffer at the hands of tyrants and 
in all who challenge harsh and corrupt regimes. 
God of signs and wonders, 
hear our prayer. 

 

You reveal yourself to the world, and the  

Gentiles become heirs to your mystery; 
open our eyes to find you today in those  

outside your church and in all who work to 
break down barriers of exclusion. 
God of signs and wonders, 
hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God of love, whose will it is that everyone 
should be saved, bless the Church Missionary 
Society and those who have gone out in its  

fellowship to preach, to teach and to heal. 
Guard, guide and use them; raise up more  

people in your worldwide church to pray and to 
work, to care and to understand, to give to you 
and to go for you, that your church may grow, 
your will be done, your kingdom come, and 
your glory be revealed.  

God of signs and wonders, 
hear our prayer. 

 

You reveal yourself to the world, and the sick 
are healed, the sad are comforted; 
open our eyes to find you today in those who 
suffer in body, mind or spirit and in all who 
seek to alleviate the pain of others. 
God of signs and wonders, 
hear our prayer. 

 

You reveal yourself to the world, and we share 
in the promise of your glory; 
open our eyes to find you today that we may 
neither carelessly miss nor wilfully ignore your 
presence among us. 
May we, like the sages of old, read the signs of 
your coming, follow you light and be drawn to 
adoration in your presence. 
God of signs and wonders, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our 
prayers. 

Grant that what we have asked in faith  
we may by your grace receive, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

    
 

Prayers compiled by Let Us Pray, by Janet Nelson 



 

ROSTERS 

The heart of any thriving church community lies in the dedication of its volunteers who  
generously offer their time and skills. Currently, our church roster is in need of additional helping 
hands to support various essential tasks and ministries during our worship services. By joining the 
roster, we can continue to strengthen our church's mission and positively impact the lives of those 
we serve. We warmly welcome and encourage you to become an integral part of our  
dedicated  volunteer team. Your contribution will make a significant difference to maintaining the 
vibrant spirit of our congregation. 

Date 4-1-26 11-1-26 

Roster 8.00am 8.00am 

Worship Leader 
Fr Frank Phillips Fr Frank Phillips 

Preacher 
Fr Frank Phillips Fr Frank Phillips 

LA Leader Allan Berry Dianne Bocquee 

Greeter Kerry Tovey Rhonda Nelson 

Sidesperson Robyn Brodie Kathy Carter 

Reader 1 
Dinnar family Norm Booth 

Reader 2 Dinnar family Jenny Bullock 

Offertory Robyn Brodie Kathy Carter 

Chapel Prayers - - 

Morning Tea Kay Morris Rachel/Cheryl 

Music Leader Ross Dinnar Ruth/Michael 

AV Operator Ian/Rhonda Ian/Rhonda 

Prayers of the 

people   
Taken from ‘Let Us Pray’ Taken from ‘Let Us Pray’ 

Counting Ian Nelson Ruth Barton 

Kids Church In Recess 

School Holidays 

In Recess 

School Holidays 

Baptism   



CONTACT INFO 
Rector 

The Rev’d Christopher Bate 
Phone: 0429 112 127  
chris@holyspiritalgester.com 

Honorary Assistant Clergy 
The Rev’d Juliana Bate 
The Rev’d Simon Tang      
 

Church Wardens 
Kay O’Brien   0438 833 617 
Adrian Scott  0449 824 748  
 

Office  
Parish Secretary: Kerry Tovey 
Mail: 362 Algester Rd, Algester 4115 
Phone: (07) 31327888 
office@holyspiritalgester.com 

READINGS TODAY 
Isaiah 60.1-6 
Psalm 72.1-7, 10-14 
Ephesians 3.1-12 
Matthew 2.1-12 

READINGS NEXT WEEK 
Isaiah 42.1-9 
Psalm 29 
Acts 10.34-43 
Matthew 3.13-17 

SERVICES 
SUNDAY 
7AM TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
9AM CONTEMPORARY SERVICE 
 

BANKING DETAILS  
Tithes and Offerings:  
BSB: 704 901  Acc: 0000 1070 

Mission Partners:  
BSB: 704 901  Acc: 0001 5767 

Please consider your capacity and 
commitment to give to the work of this 
parish, by creating a recurring transfer. 
ABN: 93 894 007 519 
 

 

Offerings Jan to Oct $63,114.90  
Budgeted Jan to Oct $75,000.00 

For more information: (07) 3132 7888 or visit www.holyspiritalgester.com  

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

The Anglican Communion: 

• The Church of the Province of Central Africa 

• The Diocese of Ballarat 

• The Parish of Gold Coast North 

• Gold Coast South 

• Woodford Correctional Centre 

• Canterbury College, Waterford 
Missions: 

• We pray for our mission partner CMS [Church 
Missionary Society] 

Our Community: 

• Pray for the homeless, the lost, the lonely 
and those in need. 

Our Parish: 

• The Leadership team and each other as we 
follow God in our mission. 

Those in need:  

• Those known to us: Katherine, Noelene, 
Tammy, John, Brian, Karen, Steve & Julie, 
Kelly Carlaw,  Daphne, Betty, Leonnie, Russell 
& Denise, Joyce & Annette, Michael B, Gabby, 
Lorraine, Gwen, Bev 

• We pray for all who are grieving the loss of 
loved ones. 

• We pray for all who are suffering from 
conflict and natural disasters.  

 
PRAYER OF THE WEEK  

O God, 
by the leading of a star 
you manifested your only-begotten Son to the 
Gentiles: 
mercifully grant, that we, who know you now by 
faith, 
may after this life be led to the vision 
of your glorious Godhead; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

mailto:admin@allsaintsbooval.com

